
 

GREAT AYTON IN 
NEWSPAPER REPORTS – 

Pre 1900 
 

I think these give a fascinating insight of a 
remarkable village. Although showing the usual 
characteristics of a rural community Ayton differed from 
neighbouring villages in that, being initially made up of 
multiple Manors, there was a greater opportunity for the 
artisan worker and independent land-owner to establish 
greater influence than usual.  

Early in the 1690s the Quakers were well established 
in the village and as they were excluded from other 
occupations, they became part of a country- wide network 
who directed there energies towards trade; it is not 
surprising, therefore, that their business acumen meant 
that they became very influential in the industrial 
development of Teesside: It was through these very strong 
links that many of the new innervations such as gas were 
introduced into the village at an unusually early date for a 
rural village. 
 The presence of rich mineral deposits also have had 
a very great influence: not only were there the usual raw 
materials for building; Sandstone, Sand & Gravel, (as well 
as Clay for brick making,) but also the exploitation of Alum 
deposits in the 18th century, and Jet and Whinstone in 
their turn meant that from very early on Ayton had an 
industrial base; and finally the coming of the railway in 
1864 along with the establishment of three Ironstone 
mines, not only boosted the diversity of non agricultural 
activity in the village but changed its size and population 
mix.  
 It is revealing to read accounts of “Insufficient late 
transport” “political meetings” and, of course, the 
perpetual battle against the evils of drink. Despite the best 
efforts of the Quaker and Methodist stalwarts organising 
“Blue Ribbon” and other initiatives there was still the list 
of offenders hauled up before the magistrates at Stokesley 
each Saturday Morning!  

Accounts of industrial and other accidents, such as 
the collapse of the wooden scaffolding during the building 
of the spire at Christ Church, bring home how precarious 
life was and how hazardous earning a living could be at no 
great distance in the past.  

The perusal of the following pages must leave us 
with a greater understanding of those who established the 
village we enjoy today. 
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I think these give a fascinating insight of a remarkable village. Although showing the 

usual characteristics of a rural community Ayton differed from neighbouring villages in that, 
being initially made up of multiple Manors, there was a greater opportunity for the artisan 
worker and independent land-owner to establish greater influence than usual.  

Early in the 1690s the Quakers were well established in the village and as they were 
excluded from other occupations, they became part of a country- wide network who 
directed there energies towards trade; it is not surprising, therefore, that their business 
acumen meant that they became very influential in the industrial development of Teesside: 
It was through these very strong links that many of the new innervations such as gas were 
introduced into the village at an unusually early date for a rural village. 
 The presence of rich mineral deposits also have had a very great influence: not only 
were there the usual raw materials for building; Sandstone, Sand & Gravel, (as well as Clay 
for brick making,) but also the exploitation of Alum deposits in the 18th century, and Jet and 
Whinstone in their turn meant that from very early on Ayton had an industrial base; and 
finally the coming of the railway in 1864 along with the establishment of three Ironstone 
mines, not only boosted the diversity of non agricultural activity in the village but changed its 
size and population mix.  
 It is revealing to read accounts of “Insufficient late transport” “political meetings” and, 
of course, the perpetual battle against the evils of drink. Despite the best efforts of the 
Quaker and Methodist stalwarts organising “Blue Ribbon” and other initiatives there was still 
the list of offenders hauled up before the magistrates at Stokesley each Saturday Morning!  

Accounts of industrial and other accidents, such as the collapse of the wooden 
scaffolding during the building of the spire at Christ Church, bring home how precarious life 
was and how hazardous earning a living could be at no great distance in the past.  

The perusal of the following pages must leave us with a greater understanding of those 
who established the village we enjoy today. 
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I think these give a fascinating insight into the everyday life of a remarkable village. Although showing 
many of the usual characteristics of a rural community Ayton differed from neighbouring villages in that, 
being initially made up of multiple Manors, there was a greater opportunity for the artisan worker and 
independent land-owner to establish greater influence than usual.  

Early in the 1690s the Quakers were well established in the village and as they were excluded from 
more traditional occupations, they became part of a country-wide network who directed their energies 
towards trade; it is not surprising, therefore, that their business acumen meant that, in this area, they became 
very influential in the industrial development of Teesside: it was through these very strong links that many of 
the new innovations such as gas were introduced into the village at an unusually early date for a ‘rural 
village’. 
 The presence of rich mineral deposits has also had a very great influence: not only were there the usual 
raw materials for building: Sandstone, Sand & Gravel, (as well as Clay for brick making) but also the 
exploitation of Alum deposits in the 18th century, and Jet and Whinstone in their turn, meant that from very 
early on Ayton had an industrial base; and finally the coming of the railway in 1864, along with the 
establishment of three Ironstone mines, not only boosted the diversity of non agricultural activity in the 
village but changed its size and population mix.  
 It is revealing to read accounts of “Insufficient late transport” “political meetings” and, of course, the 
perpetual battle against the evils of drink. Despite the best efforts of the Quaker and Methodist stalwarts 
organising “Blue Ribbon” and other initiatives there was still the list of offenders hauled up before the 
magistrates at Stokesley each Saturday Morning!  

Accounts of industrial and other accidents, such as the collapse of the wooden scaffolding during the 
building of the spire at Christ Church, highlight personal tragedy and bring home how hazardous earning a 
living could be at no great distance in the past.  

The perusal of the following pages must leave us with a greater understanding of those who shaped the 
village we enjoy today. 
  

Peter Morgan 


