
Great Ayton - Listing of Wills and Inventories in the Borthwick Institute at York                                             Ian Pearce Page 1 of 6 
 

Name Date of will Borthwick 
reference 

Carol 
Cook’s 

list? 

Barry 
Harrison 

summary? 

Photocopy or 
transcription? 

Comments 

       
Hewyk, John senior 1460/61 v.2 f.448  yes  Saddle, bridle, armour and lance.  Wax (for candles in 

church), forgotten tithes. 
Hedlam, John 1461 v.2 f.451  yes  Knight of Nunthorpe.  Money for churches and for the 

bridge at Ayton. 
Hewyk, John 1473 v.4 f.196  yes  Horse, saddle, bridle and armour.  Forgotten tithes.  

Window in church, candles, mass.  Distribution to poor 
on burial day.  Large collection of clothes, animals. 

       
Fox, Rauf 1539 v.11A f.364  yes  Includes money left to pay for forgotten tithes. 
Calvert, John 1539 v.11A f.379 yes yes   
Marwoode, William 1541 v.11B f.566 yes yes  Instruction to be buried inside All Saints.   
Richardson, John 1541 v.13B f.791  yes  Horse and colt. 
Daie, William 1545 v.13 f.99  yes  Yeoman of Little Ayton.  Catholic form.   
Leavens, Giles 1547 v.13 f.313 yes yes  Farm crops and animals.  
Williamson, Robert 1548 v.13 f.397 yes yes  Farming. 
Williamson, Oliver 1552 v.13B f.827  yes  Catholic form.  Farming. 
Williamson, Isabell 1552 v.14 f.252 yes yes   
Hodgeson, Rauf 1554 v.17 f.360 yes yes  Semi-Catholic form.   
Watson, Umphrey 1554 v.14 f.130 yes    
Sowley, Robert 1554/55 v.14 f.34 yes yes  Little Ayton.  Farming. 
Wanton, Thomas 1557/58 v.15pt2 f.230  yes  Of Nunthorpe.  Catholic form.  Animals, horse and 

sword. 
Masterman, John the elder 1558 v.15pt3 f.66 yes yes  Catholic form.  Leased farmland. 
Yong, John 1558 v.15pt3 f.234 yes yes  Catholic form.  Forgotten tithes, animals. 
Richardson, William 1558 v.15pt3 f.235 yes yes  Catholic form.  Forgotten tithes, animals. 
Manfeild, John 1558 v.15pt3 f.382 yes yes  Catholic form.   
Pennocke, George 1559 v.16 f.2 yes yes  Catholic form.  Farm. 
Watson, John 1559/60 v.16 f.106 yes yes  Of Little Ayton.  Forgotten tithes, church ornaments, 

leases, farm in Little Ayton.  Money for those at burial, 
including poor folks.  

Hodgeson, William 1562 v.17 f.103 yes    
Manfeld, William 1563 v.17 f.298  yes  Nekle (?) Ayton.  Contribution to building bridge at 

Ayton. 
Wilson, John 1564 v.17 f.346 yes    
Heydlam, William Esquire 1564/65 v.17 f.405  yes  Of Nunthorpe.  Catholic form.  Lands, tenants, money 
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gifts for clerk and servants.  Dan says this will shows 
that Nunthorpe was already enclosed.    

Robinson, John 1567 v.17B f.760  yes  Protestant form.  Linen loom with gear. 
Bartram, Rauf 1568 v.18 f.50  yes   
Harryson, Christopher 1569 v.18 f.159  yes  Forgotten tithes.  Leases, sheepskins, utensils. 
Pennocke, James 1569 v.19A f.36  yes  Yeoman.  Money for the poor.  Forgotten tithes.   
Wilson, Thomas 1569 v.18 f.120 yes yes  Catholic form.  Farm, house, ‘my best axe’. 
Nicholson, Thomas 1570/71 v.21 f.22  yes  Yeoman.  Farm, animals, utensils. 
Williamson, John 1571 v.19A f.172 yes yes  Yeoman.   
Chapman, George 1571 v.19A f.212  yes  Money to servants and poor of ten parishes. 
Bartrame, Thomas 1571/72 v.19B f.763 yes, but 

listed as 
1574. 

yes  Numerous debts owed to him.  A Flanders chest.  
Animals.  Household goods and linen.   

Posgaite, Thomas 1572 v.19A f.398A  yes  Yeoman.  House, farm and animals.   
Deane, John 1573/74 v.19B f.676  yes  Husbandman.  Farm and animals. 
Bene, John 1574 v.19 f.676 yes   Husbandman. 
Calvarte, Isabell 1575 v.20 f.13  yes  Widow of Tunstall.   
Foxe, Humfrey 1575 v.19B f.781  yes  Weaver. 
Richardson, Richard 1576 v.20 f.90 yes yes  Yeoman.  Land, farm, leases. 
Catton, William 1577 v.21 f.21  yes  Husbandman of Nunthorpe.  Farm. 
Robinson, Richard 1577 v.21 f.22 yes yes  Husbandman.  Farm and utensils. 
Maisterman, John 1578 v.19A f.397 yes, but 

listed as 
1572 

yes  Yeoman.  Oxen and ox waine, animals and premises in 
Stokesley. 

Richardson, Giles 1578 v.21 f.120 yes    
Bawmer, Nicholas 1580/81 v.22 f.78  yes  Husbandman.  Oxgangs and other land. 
Haryson, James 1583 v.23A f.40  yes  Husbandman.  Farm.  Wain, oxen and yoke.  House 

timber.   
Jake, William 1584 v.23A f.13  yes  Of Nunthorpe.  Farm and animals. 
Williamson, Thomas 1586 v.23B f.709  yes  Yeoman of Nunthorpe.   
Walls, John 1587 v.24A f.290 yes, but 

listed as 
1590. 

yes  Husbandman.  Wheat, rye, oats all mentioned. 

Fawcett, William 1587 v.24B f.492  yes  Husbandman.  Farm and cottage. 
Walton, Richard 1587/88 v.23B f.847  yes  Of Nunthorpe.  Canvas bag and shoes. 
Bartram, Richard 1588 v.24A f.105  yes  Husbandman.  Oxgangs and houses.  Money for the 

poor of Ayton and Newton. 
Richardson, John 1588 v.23B f.990  yes  Husbandman of Little Ayton.  Land, wheat, rye, oats. 
Richardson, Margaret 1588 v.23B f.991  yes  Widow of Little Ayton.  Gown and petticott. 
Posket, William 1593 v.25B f.1365 yes yes  Husbandman.   
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Symson, Nicholas 1596 v.18 f.183  yes  Farm and land.  
Leavens, Richard 1597 v.27B f.373  yes  Husbandman.  Tenements left for ever. 
       
Calvert, Rowland 1600 v.27B f.564  yes  Husbandman of Little Ayton.  Cottage, pewter and 

candlesticks.   
Lyon, William 1600 (?) v.28A f.219  yes  Labourer.  Mainly clothes. 
Butterwick, Thomas 1601 v.28B f.460  yes  Tanner.  Two houses in Yarm.  Sword, working knives 

and clothes. 
Wilson, Ralphe 1600 v.28B f.592-3  yes  Yeoman.  Land, house, barn, ‘coops and plowghes’   
Poskett, Lancelot 1602 v.29A f.5  yes  Yeoman.  Oxgangs of land, house, other land, ox 

harrow and horse harrows, waine with yokes and ox 
teams.  Silver spoon, seed corn, bedding, clothes.  

Richardson, Christopher 1603/04 v.29A f.113  yes  Husbandman.  House and contents, including pewter 
and two silver spoons.Cowpe, plough, harrow, iron ox 
harrow, yokes and teames 

Fawcett, Elizabeth 1603/04 v.29B f.450  yes  Lambs, meat table and shelvebords to lay cheese on. 
Scott, John 1604 v.29B f.621  yes  Weaver.  Wain and nag.   
Richardson, Nicholas 1607 v.30B f.559  yes  Oxgangs of land, houses, money for the poor.  
Richardson, Christopher 1607 v.30B f.491  yes  Labourer.  Sheep, pigge, wooll that is in spinnage 
Harrison, Nicholas 1607 v.30B f.670  yes  Tenement, animals.  Brass pots and ‘great arke’. 
Harrison, John 1608 v.31A f.40  yes  Husbandman.  Oxgangs of land, husbandry gear, 

animals. 
Poskett, Lancelot 1608/09 v.31A f.83  yes  Yeoman.  Clothes. 
Poskett, Katherine 1608/09 v.31A f.83  yes  Beehives and clothes. 
Atkinson, John 1608/09 v.31A f.101  yes  Yeoman.  Cottage house, trees and wood, animals and 

clothes. 
Levens, Cuthbert 1609 v.31A f.102  yes  Labourer.  Lease of cottage and a branded cow. 
Satterthwaite, Christopher 1609/10 v.31A f.327  yes  Carpenter of Little Ayton. 
Satterthwaite, Christine 1609/10 v.31A f.327  yes   
Bawmer, Thomas 1608/09 v.31A f.393  yes  Husbandman.  Lands in named open fields.  One 

pasture gate in Eriholme.  Yoke of oxen. 
Yoward, Charles 1610/11 v.31B f.658  yes  Gentleman of Ryehill (Dan says he was recusant).  

Animals. 
Collinge alias Horneby, John 1611/12 v.32A f.35  yes  Labourer.  Sheep and a cow.  Corn and money for the 

poor. 
Topcliffe, John the younger 1611 (?) v.32A f.119  yes  Husbandman.  Oxgangs and animals. 
Gowland, Henry 1613 v.32B f.541  yes  Labourer of Lownesdale 
Bartram, Thomas 1615 v.34A f.203  yes  Husbandman.   
Richardson, Oliver 1616 v.34B f.491  yes  Husbandman.  Distribution ‘to the poorest sort of this 

parish’. 
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Richardson, Phillip 1616 v.34B f.492  yes  Yeoman.  Loftes, balkes, balke stowers, gavelocks, 
yron wedges, axes and wimbles.  Money for the poor.  
Oxgangs and house.  

Carter, Christopher 1616/17 v.39A f.244  yes  Smith.  Horse and other animals. 
Richardson, James 1617 v.34B f.686  yes  Labourer.  Clothes including a ‘horssmans coate’. 
Fawcett, Thomas 1617 v.35B f.331  yes  Husbandman.   
Sowley, Robert 1619 v.36A f.237  yes  Husbandman of Little Ayton.  Houses and oxgangs of 

land. 
Smithe, Robert 1620 v.36B f.376  yes   
Richardson, John 1620/21 v.36B f.377  yes  Husbandman.  Money for the poor. 
Fawcett, Robert 1619/20 v.36B f.377  yes  Husbandman.  ‘To the needfullest of the poor of Great 

Ayton and Little Ayton one bushel of wheat bread’. 
Wilson, Phyllis 1619/20 v.36B f.423  yes  Widow.  Corn and animals.   
Sowley, Elizabeth 1622 (?) v.36B f.715  yes  Swarms of bees. 
Tevill, alias Ingledew, Robert 1623 v.37 f.425  yes  Of Riall Hill (Nunthorpe).   
Wattson, Robert 1624 v.39B f.425  yes  Of Little Ayton.  ‘Farm or oxgang’ and tables. 
Richardson, Christopher 1625 v.39B f.391-2  yes  Husbandman.  Land, wheat, clothes, silver spoon, 

furniture,  
Wilson, John 1627 v.41A f.93a  yes  Yeoman.  Wheat, rye, beans, ewes and lambs.  
Harrison, William 1629 v.40 f.565-6  yes  Oxgangs of land, house, land including cowgate at 

Eriholme.  Wayne and plough gear. 
Jollie, William 1629 v.40 f.567  yes  Of Little Ayton.  Includes ‘two cawstrelles wherein he 

was wont to carry oyle’. 
Linge, John 1629 v.40 f 566  yes  Husbandman.  Includes ‘best fetherbed and the ticke’, 

‘best chyste and best coffer’, ‘winter stock of bees’, 
two stone of lynte’. 

Best, James 1631 v.41B f.632  yes   
Hardinge, William 1632 (?) v.41B f.858  yes  Of Lownsdale.   
Wilson, Henry 1634 v.42 f.332-3  yes yes Yeoman.  Farm, horse and sheep, beds and bedding, 

wheat. 
Hall, Thomas 1634/35 Box 1636  yes   
Beane, Nicholas 1635 Box 1636  yes yes Yeoman.  Mansion house and land, animals. 
Calvert, John 1636    yes  
Shields, Thomas 1637 (?) Box 1636/37  yes  Husbandman.  Cottage and farm, cupboard and tables. 
Robinson, Nicholas 1639 Box 1639  yes  Soldier under Sir William Panieman.  Cow and sheep. 
Hudlesee, John 1647 Box 1646/47  yes  Includes money for ‘ten poor widows in the towne’. 
Richardson, Thomas 1647 Box 1646/47  yes  Husbandman.  Oxgang and other land.  Money for the 

poor of the parish. 
Ripley, John 1647 Box 1646/47 yes yes  Of Lownsdaille.  Farm and land at Lonsdale.  Animals. 
Calvert, John 1656/57 v.43B f 616  yes  Of Little Ayton.  Land, animals and crops. 
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Ling, William 1658    yes  
Ripley, Katherine 1662 v.45 f.87 yes   Widow of Launsdale. 
Sowley, John 1664/65 v.47 f.71  yes  Of Little Ayton.  Wain, pair of harrows, gavelock and 

mattock.  Kettles, pots and great arke. 
Simpson, Anne 1665 v.47 f.218  yes  Widow.  Bed, clothes, utensils including a ‘great 

pewter dubler’ and a ‘podindish’.  Also bees. 
Unthank, Margaret 1668   yes  Spinster.  Full text of probate inventory. 
Coulson, Christopher 1670    yes  
Waller, John 1670 v.51 f.335 yes   Husbandman. 
Richardson, Thomas 1673    yes  
Coulson, John 1674    yes  
Postgate, Michael 1679    yes  
Heddon, Richard 1681 v.59 f.165 yes   Yeoman. 
Taylor, Francis 1681 v.59 f.94 yes   Yeoman. 
Gallen, Francis senior 1682 v.59 f.457 yes    
Coulson, Ann 1690 m/f 1656 yes    
Maisterman, Alice 1691   yes  Of Nunthorpe.  Full text of probate inventory. 
Austen, Thomas 1692   yes  Milner.  Full text of probate inventory. 
Trenholm, John 1695 m/f 1697 yes  yes Weaver, includes inventory. 
Stockton, Jacob 1701  yes   Possibly from Ayton? 
Cuthbertson, Robert 1703   yes  Full text of probate inventory. 
Coulson, Elizabeth 1709  yes    
Day, Ralph 1711  yes    
Havelock, Christopher 1711   yes  Full text of inventory (yeoman). 
Wetherill, Thomas 1713  yes yes  Full text of inventory (country craftsman incl loom). 
Harrison, Elizabeth 1714   yes  Of Stanley House.  Full text of probate inventory. 
Harrison, Joseph 1719  yes  yes Yeoman.  No will, just the inventory. 
Beane, John 1720   yes  Full text of will and inventory. 
Bennison, William 1722   yes  Full text of will and inventory. 
Richardson, Philip 1722  yes   Yeoman 
Richardson, William 1722  yes   Tanner. 
Harrison, Dorothy 1727  yes   Widow of Little Ayton. 
Best, Christopher 1727    Inventory  
Weatherel, Christopher 1727  yes  yes Will and inventory. 
Bean, Nicholas the elder 1732/33  yes yes  Full text of will and inventory. 
Baxter, Thomas 1733  yes  Will plus 

inventory 
 

King, Thomas 1735  yes   Yeoman. 
Leavens, Thomas 1743  yes    
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Masterman, Thomas 1743  yes   Of Little Ayton. 
Beane, William 1746   yes  Full text of will (no inventory with will). 
Beane, John 1749   yes  Full text of will (no inventory with will). 
Bennison, William 1750   yes  Full text of will (no inventory with will). 
Bennison, William 1753  yes   Yeoman, son a flax-dresser. 
Passman, James 1784  yes    
Richardson, William 1785  yes    
Richardson, Richard 1787  yes   Merchant. 
Wilcock, William 1788  yes    
Dixon, Elizabeth 1789  yes   Widow. 
Jackson, Jonathan 1790  yes    
Weatherill, Christopher 1790      
Richardson, William 1794  yes    
Harrison, Mary 1798  yes   Widow. 
Harrison, Henry 1798  yes   Of Ayton and London.  Angrove Hall. 
 


