Great Ayton History Society
Great Ayton men killed during World War 2

Albert Bulman (1924 - 1945)

Albert Bulman’s Grandparents

Albert’s grandparents were Joseph Bulman born in Loftus in 1859 and Sarah J Bulman born in Barnby
in 1859.They were living at Ings Lane Easington near Loftus in 1891 and Joseph was an Irinstone
miner.

They had 12 children one of which was Robert William Bulman born 1882 in Barnby who was the
father of Albert Bulman.

Albert Bulman’s Early Life

Robert William Bulman, Albert’s father at the age of 9 was a scholar in 1891 living with his parents
Joseph Bulman an Ironstone miner and his wife Sarah J Bulman at Ings Lane in Easington,
Guisborough.

By 1901 aged 19 Robert was a servant at Low Upsall Farm, Guisborough.

Robert William aged 24 and Margaret Codling aged 17 were married in Easington, Cleveland

on December 22" 1906.

Margaret gave birth to a son Albert Bulman on July 14t 1924, his birth being registered in Stokesley.
There were 14 children in the family, Robert, Alfred, Richard, Isaac, Harold, Olive, Marjorie, Henry,
Doris, Lily, Violet, Dorothy, Albert and Elizabeth.

The family lived in Pearsonville Great Ayton and Albert went to school at The British School and then
the Edward Kitching School.



A school photograph of Albert

After leaving school at 14 he went to Rugby School as a boot boy where he cleaned and looked after
the shoes, football boots, cricket and tennis shoes.

When he was 17 he went to Mansfield to work for an engineering firm on oil rigs.

Albert’s father died in 1955.

Albert Bulman’s Military Service

Albert was called up for military service at the age of 18.

He joined the parachute Regiment but was injured whilst training and was transferred to the Royal
Artillery becoming Gunner 14376582 of B Troop, G Battery 13" Honourable Artillery Regt., Royal
Horse Artillery.

The 13 (HAC) Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery (equipped with Sexton self-propelled guns) fought in
Normandy, the Netherlands and across the Rhine into Germany as part of the 11" Armoured
Division.



By May 1945 they were near Lubeck north of Hamburg where large numbers of the German armed
forces had gone to escape the advancing Russian Army.

This is an extract from Albert’s letter to his sister Betty around this time;

“Well Betty | hope that it won’t be long before all this is over and we are all back home, at present
things are looking pretty good.

| am at present tearing around Germany and it is very nice to see the white flags of surrender flying
everywhere one looks, Harold’s regiment is somewhere behind us “

Albert was engaged and was going to get married when he came home.
Albert died on May 2" 1945 aged 20, 6 days before the end of the war. He was initially buried at

Kucknits (Kucknits is just on the outskirts of Lubeck) Germany and was re buried in the Hamburg
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery on June 26 1947.
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The document found in his records implies that he was killed close to Lubeck.

According to a story passed down the family one of Albert’s brothers talked to some of his army
mates who told him that Albert was killed by a sniper firing from a church steeple.

They thought that the village they were in had been cleared and they were walking through it when
Albert was shot.

David Taylor
Great Ayton History Society June 25t 2019

Family Photographs, notes and letters provided by :-
Margaret Gawthorpe 10, Linden Crescent, Great Ayton



