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The research into the life of George Morley Fidler by The Great Ayton History Society started in 2005 following a request from Henri Werbrouck, former Mayor of Bachy a village in France, for information on the family or friends of George Morley Fidler. The body recorded as that of George Morley Fidler lay in a Commonwealth War Grave in the village.

Subsequent events in 2026 caused the society to revisit their research to assist Nicola Nash of the Ministry of Defence SO3 commemorations section by providing information about George Morley Fidler.
The following is the original 2005 research updated to include the 2026 events.

GEORGE MORLEY FIDLER

Early days

George Morley Fidler was born in 1912, probably in August or September.  His parents were George J and Christiana Gertrude Fidler.  There is some confusion about his middle name; the RAF records use “Marley” but villagers in Great Ayton, and the Friends’ School carved memorial seat use “Morley”.  It seems that local people called him by his middle name, possibly to avoid confusion with his father.  George and Christiana already had two older children, Joan and Harold.

The first record of the young Morley Fidler is in the Friends’ School register for 1921.  The Friends’ School Registers record his older brother and sister as both starting at the school in the autumn term of 1913.  Joan is referred to as “J Fidler” and Harold simply as “Fidler”.  They were both marked as day scholars (most pupils were boarders).  Joan seems to have left school at the end of the spring term of 1919, while Harold continued to the end of 1919.  There were no Fidlers in the spring term of 1920.

In the summer term of 1921 the name “Fidler” aged 8 years 8 months appears in Form ii.  There was only one other child under ten in the class.  This Fidler was also a day scholar, and must have been George Morley Fidler.  He started the autumn term of 1921, but finished after 15th  October and his name is then crossed out.  His parents were still living in Ayton at the time, so we can only speculate why he left.  Possibly school life was disagreeable as he was so much younger than his fellow pupils; there was only one other child in the juniors at that time.   

Mr and Mrs Fidler lived at Roseberry House on Guisborough Road until 1926, when they appear to have left the village for a few years.  Mr Fidler may have been an analytical chemist, possibly working at ICI Billingham at some stage in his career.  They returned in 1929, when they were living at “The Limes” in Easby Lane.  Soon after returning to Ayton they bought land at the top of Baldock’s Bank and had a new house built called “Canobie”, now 45 Addison Road.  They moved in during 1931, and remained there during the Second World War.  Joan Fidler died in 1940, Harold Fidler died in 1973.  At that time the house in Addison Road was sold to Ted and Joan Thomas.

George Morley Fidler joins the RAF

The Air Force List details all serving officers in the RAF.  George Morley Fidler first appears in the List for August 1934 as an Acting Pilot Officer 34219.  He would have been 22 years of age when he enlisted.  The following year he is listed as a full Pilot Officer and by February 1937 as a Flying Officer.  He was further promoted to Flight Lieutenant by February 1939.    

While he was in the RAF he would return to Great Ayton on leave.  Bill Kirby remembers him:

“Morley was a tall lad.  When he came home on leave from the RAF he used to work in Noel Kitching’s garden, digging and the like.  He did this to keep fit, not for the money.  His parents built their house on the corner of Linden Avenue and Linden Road around 1929 or 1930.  The first house up there was built by Melonby’s, that’s the one you see in front of you as you go up Baldock’s bank.  

Morley joined the RAF before the war.  He would go in as an officer, not in the ranks.  His sister Joan died of some illness caught in an epidemic, I can’t remember what it was exactly.  I think both his parents were musical – wasn’t his father in an orchestra?  His mother was a musical person as well.”

The Auxiliary Air Force and 607 Squadron

Soon after Neville Chamberlain’s declaration of war the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) was sent across the Channel to support the French.  It included four squadrons of Hurricane fighters and some light bombers.  When two of the fighter squadrons were detached to support the light bombers, they were replaced by two squadrons of the Auxiliary Air Force; 607 from Sunderland and 615 from Surrey.  The Auxiliary Air Force had been formed after the First World War as a volunteer force organised on a county basis.  Sir Hugh Trenchard saw it as “a corps d’elite composed of the kind of young men who earlier would have been interested in horses, but who now wished to serve their country in machines.”  Both aircrew and ground crew lived locally, working at the airfield when their normal work and other commitments permitted.  Squadron social activities were encouraged.  A few regular RAF personnel formed a permanent staff.

The 607 (County of Durham) Squadron was formed in 1930 at Usworth, near Sunderland.  In November 1939 they moved to France, as part of the No 60/61 Wings of the Allied Expeditionary Air Force.  Their initial airfield was at Merville, near Bethune, but they soon moved to Vitry-en-Artois, situated about halfway between the northern French cities of Arras and Douai.  For two weeks in April they were transferred to Abbeville, but then returned to Vitry.  At the time of the move to France they had been equipped with Gloster Gladiator biplanes, totally unsuited for combat with the Luftwaffe.  Following the move to Vitry these were replaced by the far superior Hawker Hurricanes.  By May they were fully equipped with Hurricanes.  

Flight Lieutenant Fidler had joined 607 Squadron on 11th January 1940 on detachment from 14 Group (Fighter Command Group).  There was then no mention of him in the Squadron Operation Record Book (ORB) until 16 May when he was appointed Commanding Officer of 607 Squadron and promoted to Squadron Leader.  

The early days in France were uneventful, apart from a visit by King George VI.  Then, for the period of twelve days from 10th to 21st May 1940, 607 Squadron was in the middle of one of the most critical air battles of the Second World War.  This began with the German onslaught on France, Belgium and the Netherlands and ended with the complete evacuation of the RAF from France in the days immediately before Dunkirk.  The following pages chart 607 Squadron’s activities through this period, including George Morley Fidler’s three days with the squadron.  They also introduce the aircraft in which he crashed (Hurricane P3535 AF-C) and his Luftwaffe assailants (Ofw Hermann Guhl and Fw Güter Schmitz).       

Friday 10th May 1940

On Friday 10th May 1940 the phoney war ended abruptly with the German blitzkrieg on France, Belgium and the Netherlands.  The volunteers of 607 suddenly found themselves in the middle of the action.  Just before dawn several unescorted Heinkel 111 bombers were seen in the skies above the airfield.  The Officers’ Mess was in the village of Vitry, about a mile to the south of the airfield.  Flying Officer Blackadder and Pilot Officers Dini and Parrot left their early morning cups of tea and raced over to the aerodrome.  Francis Blackadder in Hurricane P3535 AF-C led the attack, which damaged two of the Heinkels.  Throughout the day there were sorties against unescorted enemy bombers, which proved deceptively easy targets.  By nightfall 607 Squadron pilots enthusiastically claimed 18 enemy aircraft shot down for the loss of only three Hurricanes and slight injuries to one pilot.  Hurricane P3535 had been in the hands of different pilots during the day.  It accounted for at least one enemy aircraft, when Pilot Officer Peter Parrott shot down a Heinkel at 1630 hours, and damaged several others.  It was part of the day’s final sortie at 2015 hours with Pilot Officer Tony Dini fired on a Heinkel at close range, but was unable to see the fate of his target in the failing light.  

Back in England Neville Chamberlain had resigned, and was replaced by Winston Churchill.  

Saturday to Monday – the German advance continues

Over the next couple of days there were more attacks on unescorted German bombers.  Hurricane P3535 with Flying Officer Bill Gore at the controls was one of a trio of 607 Hurricanes that successfully brought down a lone Heinkel 111 just after midday on Saturday 11th May.  The next day, Sunday, Flying Officer Francis Blackadder in Hurricane P3535 AF-C led a patrol of eight Hurricanes.  Just before 1000 hours they encountered several Messerschmitt Bf109s from the Luftwaffe’s I(J)/LG2 Fighter Unit based at Wyk-auf-Föhr.  One of the German pilots was Ofw Hermann Guhl.  After the relatively easy targets of Heinkel bombers, the Messerschmitt fighters tested the Hurricanes and their pilots to their limits.   

On Monday the Hurricanes from Vitry again came under attack from Luftwaffe.  Pilot Officer Peter Parrott in P3535 AF-C was hit by a burst of fire from a Bf109.  There were loud bangs as two bullets hit the armour-plated seat-back.  The only damage to the aircraft was a wrecked radio and a broken strut.  Hurricane P3535 AF-C was quickly repaired and was soon serviceable again.

Meanwhile on the ground the German advance continued relentlessly.  On Monday the Germans had broken through French defences at Sedan, and defeat for the Allies was then inevitable.  Reinforcement pilots and aircraft had been sent to Vitry, and other fighters were flown over for the day.  

Tuesday and Wednesday - The Allies counter-attack 

Many of the pilots who had arrived at Vitry the day before were in action at 0900 hours on Tuesday morning when all available Hurricanes from 607 Squadron were ordered to join other squadrons’ Hurricanes in an attack on German aircraft approaching Louvain.  Three of the squadron’s pilots were lost along with their aircraft. On their return to Vitry they found that the airfield had been bombed, a foretaste of things to come.  

On Tuesday and Wednesday the Allies made their only effort to stem the German advance through Sedan.  Allied bombers, intending to destroy the bridges over the Meuse, were escorted by RAF and French fighters, including Hurricanes from Vitry.  On Wednesday morning 607 Squadron Hurricanes escorting Blenheim bombers were attacked over Dinant by Messerschmitt fighters, resulting in the death of 607 Squadron Leader Lance Smith.  

These two days proved a disaster for the Allies, with many aircraft and pilots lost.  About 7:30 am on Wednesday the French Prime Minister telephoned Winston Churchill with the news that France was defeated.  The struggle had all but ceased in the Netherlands, and in Belgium Antwerp was in grave danger.  That night saw the first RAF Bomber Command attack on industrial targets in the Ruhr.

Thursday and Friday - Squadron Leader Fidler arrives at Vitry

During Thursday 16th May the German advance continued apace, the Netherlands surrendered and the French and Belgian forces were in retreat.  There had been urgent requests from France for at least ten more Hurricane squadrons, but Churchill and Dowding were mindful of the forthcoming need to defend Britain.  At their meeting that morning the War Cabinet agreed to send the equivalent of four squadrons.  Some of these Hurricanes were sent to Vitry, with one piloted by Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler.  He had just been promoted from Flight Lieutenant to replace Squadron Leader Smith as the 607 Commanding Officer.  After a quiet morning 607 Hurricanes engaged Dornier bombers during the afternoon.  The War Cabinet decided to send more Hurricane reinforcements to France, and in the early evening eleven aircraft arrived at Vitry.

The German Army was now pouring through the gap between the Allied Northern and Southern Armies.  By Friday evening they would occupy Brussels and Mechelen, and were advancing into Northern France. Reims had fallen.  RAF operations continued throughout Friday 17th, particularly on reconnaissance flights to gain information about the enemy’s advance, with the French-based squadrons being supported by daily flights from England.  Aircraft based in the north were relocated to airfields further south.  607 Squadron Hurricanes took off to attack Dornier bombers sighted north east of Cambrai.  Due to the vulnerability of Blemheims on reconnaissance flights, 607 Hurricanes carried out low level tactical sorties for the army.  

Saturday - Destruction at Vitry

By Saturday the German advance had penetrated south to a line between Cambrai and St Quentin.  Operations continued from Vitry against enemy Dorniers and Messerchmitts.  More Hurricanes had arrived at Vitry during the day, and by the afternoon there was a large number of aircraft on the ground.  During the day Hurricane P3535 AF-C had carried a report to RAF Manston and returned.  It was inevitable that the Germans would take notice of this concentration of aircraft, and about four o’clock in the afternoon nine Heinkel bombers were observed approaching the airfield at about 300 ft.  The formation dropped to about 50 ft. and passed over the aerodrome parallel to the main N50 road.  The timing of the attack was extremely unfortunate, as the RAF aircraft were being refuelled at that time.  Time-delayed bombs were dropped, and these exploded at intervals throughout the evening.  Simultaneously fire was opened with incendiary ammunition on the aircraft, refuelling tankers, and fuel dumps, starting many fires.  Fortunately there were no casualties.  

All available Hurricanes were ordered off the ground, but as the last few became airborne they were attacked by about 40 Messerschmitts.  After the Messerschmitts came a trio of Dornier bombers to attack the airfield again.  At least seven Hurricanes had been destroyed on the ground, plus four old Gladiators and a Blenheim.  Vitry was in chaos, and it was decided to retreat to Norrent-Fontès just north of Abbeville and further away from the front line.  Aircrew flew all seviceable aircraft to the new airfield; Hurricane P3535 AF-C being piloted by Flying Officer Blackadder.  All other personnel were warned to prepare to move immediately with the minimum kit and stores.  

At nightfall a convoy departed from Vitry Norrent-Fontès, travelling through Douai, Lens, and Béthune to Norrent-Fontès.  Norrent-Fontes is about half-way between Bethune and St Omer on the main N43 road.  The journey from Vitry-en-Artois to Norrent-Fontes is about 70 km (44 miles).  

Considerable delay was experienced owing to the presence of French Army Transport and artillery proceeding in the opposite direction, and also because of the necessity of travelling without lights.  In the vicinity of Béthune they met some Belgian Infantry and a few civilian refugees.  They eventually arrived at Norrent-Fontès in the early hours of Sunday morning.  Accommodation was found in Auchy au Bois, a deserted mining village about two miles to the south.  There would have been no rest for the ground crew who would have been at work immediately preparing the Hurricanes for Sunday’s sorties.  

Sunday – Fidler’s death

On Sunday Churchill told the nation “A tremendous battle is raging in France and Flanders.  The Germans, by a remarkable combination of air bombing and heavily armoured tanks, have broken through the French defence north of the Maginot Line, and strong columns of their armoured vehicles are ravaging the open country.  In the air, often at serious odds, even at odds hitherto thought to be overwhelming, we have been clawing down three or four to one of our enemies, and the relative balance of the British and German air forces is now considerably more favourable to us than at the beginning of the battle.  In cutting down the German bombers we are fighting our own battle, as well as that of France.  My confidence in our ability to fight it out to the finish with the German Air Force has been strengthened by the fierce encounters which have taken place and are taking place.”

Churchill was certainly right about the ferocity of the battles, but wildly optimistic about the ratio of Luftwaffe and RAF losses.  Later analysis of both German and British records would suggest that both sides lost similar numbers of aircraft.

The convoy from Vitry must have arrived at Norrent-Fontès just before dawn.  Two Hurricanes were sent back to Vitry to destroy aircraft, equipment and fuel left on the ground which might have been useful to the enemy.  These two Hurricanes left when the Germans were only 3 or 4 miles from the airfield.  Operations against Messerschmitts continued from 607 Squadron’s new airfield, with the support of aircraft from England which returned home at the end of the day.  

Shortly before 1600 hours nine Hurricanes from 17 Squadron , which had arrived at Norrent-Fontès earlier that day, joined some aircraft from 607 Squadron for a patrol between Cambrai and Valenciennes.  Both Squadron Leaders were leading their fighters; Squadron Leader Humphrey Edwardes-Jones from 17 and Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler from 607.  They encountered a Dornier Do17P bomber at 1620 hours, with an escort of Messerschmitt Bf109s, just south of Cambrai.  The Dornier was shot down by one of the 17 Squadron Hurricanes, crashing south of Cambrai with the loss of all the crew.  

The other Hurricanes engaged the Messerschmitts.  Although three Messerschmitts were brought down, three Hurricanes were lost.  Two were 17 Squadron aircraft piloted by Sergeant C W J Pavey and Pilot Officer R E Harris.  Pavey baled out safely five miles east of Cambrai, but was later captured by the Germans and became a prisoner of war.  Harris was killed when his aircraft crashed near Noyelles-sur-Selle, 22 miles south of Denain.  The third aircraft lost was 607 Squadron’s P3535, piloted by George Morley Fidler.

At 1620 hours Fidler had found himself pursued by a Messerschmitt Bf109 of I(J)/LG2 Fighter Unit. One of his colleagues, Sergeant Leslie Ralls, reported “E/a got me by surprise and I saw him turning in behind me. He opened fire on beam. I climbed and turned sharply.  Straightening out, I saw 109 in front of me attacking another Hurricane (this was Fidler’s aircraft).  On opening fire with slight deflection, e/a turned its back and dived to ground.”

Hurricane P3535 AF-C was shot down south-west of Tournai.  It was reported at the time that his aircraft was badly damaged and that Squadron Leader Fidler had been forced to bale out.  It was believed that he had survived and had been taken prisoner.       

Two of the Hurricanes from Norrent-Fontès were claimed by Ofw Hermann Guhl, the third by Fw Güter Schmitz, both in Messerschmitt Bf109Es of Fighter Unit I(J)/LG2 based at Wyk-auf-Föhr.  Earlier that day Schmitz had shot down two Hurricanes over Lille.

Geography of the aerial combat at 1620 hours

The Hurricanes from 17 and 607 squadrons were patrolling between Cambrai and Valenciennes.  They would have flown south east for nearly 80 km (50 miles) to reach Cambrai, and then turned to the north east to Valenciennes, a further 32 km (20 miles).  Sergeant Pavey was said to have baled out between Cambrai and Le Cateau-Cambrésis.  Pilot Officer Harris came down near Noyelles-sur-Selle, a village directly under the patrol’s flight path.  Looking at these two locations on the map leads to the conclusion that the aerial battle probably took place a few miles north east of Cambrai.

Squadron Leader Fidler’s Hurricane came to ground some 40 km (19 miles) north of the assumed location of the combat.  It would appear that he was trying to return to Norrent-Fontès, or that the attacking Messerschmitts were trying to push him into territory occupied by the German forces.  

The graves of R E Harris and G M Fidler

Both of the British fatalities from the combat between the Hurricanes of 14 Squadron and 607 Squadron were buried in village cemeteries near the place where they fell.  They both have Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstones.  

Pilot Officer Robert Edward Harris from Wiltshire is buried in the Noyelles-sur-Selle Communal Cemetery.  Pilot Officer Harris was 22 years old at the time he was shot down.  He is the only fatality from the Second World War to lie there, although there are the graves of five British soldiers from the First World War in the cemetery.

Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler from Great Ayton is buried in the Bachy Communal Cemetery.  He is the only British serviceman to be buried there.   

Monday - 607 Squadron leaves France

By the end of Sunday hurried preparations were made for the aircraft and men at Norrent-Fontès to leave France.  On Monday squadron personnel were instructed to abandon all kit and equipment ready to board transport which was supposedly forming up just beyond the aerodrome boundary.  They soon discovered that there was no such convoy, and left in small groups using their own vehicles.  Their instructions were to proceed to Le Havre via Desvres and Boulogne; the final destination of Le Havre seems strange given that it is nearly 220 km (136 miles) down the coast from Boulogne; in the event they left France from Boulogne.  On arrival at Boulogne there was so much congestion that they had to move out into the countryside outside the town, but they were able to return to Boulogne in the evening.  Throughout the night the Germans raided Boulogne, only ceasing at dawn.  Then, at midday on Tuesday, four officers and 227 NCOs and airmen from 607 Squadron embarked on the steamer S S Biarritz, arriving at Dover in the afternoon.  The Biarritz was a cross channel steamer originally built for the South Eastern and Chatham Railway, and had been the first ferry fitted with geared turbines.  She had been used by the Royal Navy as a minelayer in WW1 and was later present at the Normandy Landings.  She was eventually broken up in Dover in 1949.  

The remaining aircraft were flown over to RAF North Weald, just as Hurricanes of 504 Squadron were arriving at Norrent-Fontès from Lille.  A handful of men left at Norrent-Fontès flew into RAF Hendon, and the final stragglers left from Cherbourg on the 22nd May.  As the Allied forces retreated all RAF aircraft left French airfields, and future operations would be from English bases.  The final retreat was chaotic.  An official report summed up the situation:

“The evacuation of the RAF Component entailed the loss of a vast quantity of equipment.  Transport was directed towards Cherbourg, but that which left Boulogne later than the early hours of 20th May got no further than Abbeville.  From what fragmentary accounts survive, one learns not so much of equipment destroyed as of equipment abandoned, either at stations or at the ports.  From the operational viewpoint this was a serious loss, but from the historical viewpoint what mattered most was the destruction of practically all records of the formation.  Many unit records were burnt before moving.  Others, including those of Headquarters, were stacked ready for loading on the leave quay at Boulogne, but were then dumped into the harbour, presumably from an absence of shipping, time or forethought.”

The 607 Squadron records went into the harbour.

607 Squadron casualties from 10th to 20th May

The Squadron ORB, written up on their return to England, included the following list of casualties.

Missing:

Squadron Leader Smith, Flying Officer Weatherill
Missing, now believed Prisoner of War:

Flight Lieutenant Fidler, Flying Officer Pumphrey, Sergeant Pilot Townsend.

Killed:

Flying Officer le Brulle, Flying Officer Thompson 

Missing, but not known if prisoners or dead due to “the terrible confusion then existing”

Flying Officer Cuthbert, Flying Officer Russell, Flying Officer Sullivan     

During the period 10th May to 20th May 1940, the Squadron destroyed 72 enemy aircraft confirmed, and a further 56 probably damaged, but unconfirmed.

Hawker Hurricane Mk 1 and Messerschmitt Bf109E

There is no doubt that the Messerschmitt 109 had the edge on the Hurricane, although it had its share of faults.  Crucially the German aircraft had a superior performance and greater firepower.  Although it had fewer guns, the twin wing mounted guns were over 2½ times the bore of the Hurricane’s eight guns.

	
	
	
	Hawker Hurricane Mk 1


	Messerschmitt Bf109E

	
	Power
	hp
	1030
	1150

	
	Maximum weight
	lb
	6220
	5520

	
	Power to weight ratio
	hp/ton
	371
	467

	
	Length
	ft
	31ft 4in
	28ft 4in

	
	Wingspan
	ft
	40ft
	32ft 4in

	
	Maximum speed
	mph
	328 at 20,000ft
	354 at 12,480ft

	
	Range
	miles
	425
	412

	
	Armament – machine guns
	
	8 x .303 inch guns in wings
	2 x 20mm guns in wings

2 x 7.9mm guns in nose


Reflections

The entire campaign had been woeful.  With insufficient aircraft, the superiority of the Messerschmitt fighters, undefended runways, poor training and sometimes incompetent commanders, RAF losses were high.  Of the 452 Hurricanes sent to France only 66 returned to England, a loss of 386 aircraft.  The Luftwaffe lost 364 aircraft either destroyed or seriously damaged, although contemporary RAF claims were inevitably higher at 622 confirmed or probable.        

Although it is notoriously difficult to set down accurate figures for losses, the book Twelve Days in May includes information from both RAF and Luftwaffe records.  Of the 452 Hurricanes sent to France only 66 returned to England, a loss of 386 aircraft.  However these aircraft were lost for a variety of reasons, including 178 left in France as unserviceable.  It seems that about 100 Hurricanes were lost in combat during the period 10th to 21st May 1940.  The Luftwaffe lost 364 aircraft either destroyed or seriously damaged, although contemporary RAF claims were inevitably higher at 622 confirmed or probable.  During the twelve days the RAF Hurricanes probably shot down around 300 enemy aircraft, the majority of which were bombers, reconnaissance and ground attack aircraft.  The Luftwaffe lost only 76 Messerschmitt fighters, with another 12 damaged, a total of 88 aircraft.  Therefore fighter losses in the air were about equal.
Events leading to the identification and subsequent burial of Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler 

The Ministry of Defence team known as the MOD War Detectives are responsible for researching and identifying First and Second World War soldiers whose remains are found. These remains can be found during construction work or an archaeological dig etc. anywhere in the world where the British Armed Forces have historically fought. When remains are found it is our job to try and identify them, using historical, anthropological and DNA research. 

 

There is currently an extensive construction project ongoing in Northern France due to a major extension of the Seine-Nord Canal. In 2022, whilst undertaking some preliminary archaeological works in an area due for expansion, a crash site was discovered of a Second World War era aeroplane, believed to be a Hurricane. The pilot of this plane was also discovered at the same time. This pilot has now been positively identified as Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler, 607 Squadron, Royal Air Force. Sqn Ldr Fidler’s Hurricane crashed in the village of Oisy-le-Verger on 19 May 1940 but was only fully discovered during the above works.

When the aircraft wreckage was found in 2006, our Air Historical Branch did some investigation of the grave in Bachy. The plane crashed at about 11:30 hrs on 19 May 1940 “on the plain of Bachy” after aerial combat with German aircraft. The time and date are very specific, as it was Sunday and the villagers were just leaving church. The pilot baled out, but his parachute failed to open, and he came down in a field near the village of Bachy. The aircraft was then seen to crash a short distance away at Rumes, just over the Belgian border.
 
Post war investigations by the Missing Research and Enquiry Service (MRES) appear to have been conducted on the basis that thirteen Hurricane pilots were lost that day and all but Morley were accounted for and thus, by process of elimination, he must be the occupant of the grave at Bachy. However, this is one of those regrettable instances where the MRES made several errors. The first and most fundamental was that their information on Hurricane pilot losses that day was incomplete and they do not appear to have taken into account the loss of either Sergeant J. McGregor Little or Sergeant A. N. Trice. To compound the error, although the grave was exhumed and no positive identification evidence was found, the MRES discounted the account of the local mayor, who said that when buried the body had been dressed in a uniform with three chevrons on the sleeve. This evidence was discounted on the basis that the local populace must have seen three rings and not three chevrons, so concluded that the body was therefore a Squadron Leader and not a Sergeant. Morley’s substantive rank was Flight Lieutenant and he had only been promoted to Squadron Leader two days before he was lost, so it was quite possible that he would have been wearing his substantive and not acting badges of rank – making the above assumptions by the MRES even more unlikely.
 
The above, combined with the wreckage found in Oisy-le-Verger, meant that we were certain that the grave in Bachy most definitely did not belong to Morley and it was ‘un-named’ accordingly.
 
The aircraft at Bachy did belong to Strickland but he did not die in that crash: Battle of Britain London Monument - F/Lt. J M Strickland. Strickland died on 14 August 1941 in the UK.

(Nicola Nash Ministry Of Defence SO3 Commemorations)

On May 19th 2026 a burial service with full military honours was held at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission London Cemetery and extension at Longueval France for Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler.
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 Commonwealth War Graves Commission London Cemetery and extension at Longueval France
On the same day a memorial service for Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler took place in Great Ayton.

               The service was conducted by The Revd. Sarah Cliff, Associate Priest Jon Dean and attended by His Majesty’s Lord -Lieutenant of North Yorkshire Johanna Ropner, dignitaries and 607 Squadron personnel, clergy and many residents of Great Ayton.  
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 Memorial Service for Squadron Leader George Morley Fidler  Great Ayton.

(Photograph by kind permission of Rodney Wildsmith)


MEMORIALS

The war memorial in the grounds of the parish church of Great Ayton, Christchurch on the Guisborough Road, was erected after the First World War.  After the end of the Second World War, in 1947, there were discussions about a suitable war memorial.  A Garden of Remembrance was proposed, but it was decided this would be too costly and a bronze plaque was added to the existing war memorial.  This lists 17 villagers who lost their lives, including G M Fidler.

As an old scholar of the Friends’ School, his name is carved on one of the commemorative benches in the Friends’ Meeting House on High Green.  It is shown as “Morley Fidler”.

His grave is in the Commonwealth War Graves Commission London Cemetery and extension at Longueval France.
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